The purpose of this study is to examine the art literacy levels of fine arts education students. The study group consists of 111 music teacher candidate and 90 art teacher candidate, 201 students in total from Nigde Omer Halisdemir University, Fine Art Education Branch. The data of the work were collected by "Art Literacy Scale". The study was designed in a causal-comparative research model. In data analysis, "independent groups t-test technique" and "one-way variance analysis technique" were used. As a result of the study, it was determined that art literacy levels are similar in terms of department (musicpicture), gender and class level change in education. In terms of the enjoyment of reading art books, it was seen that the level of using art literacy information of the individuals, the level of the need of defining information they have and the level of transferring their knowledge to performance were high, while the level of reaching art literacy information was similar. It was observed that students who liked or disliked to do research in the library had similar levels of using art literacy knowledge, transferring knowledge to performance, and attainment of art literacy information, while the level of the need of defining information they have was higher. In terms of reading frequency, those who read books daily as compared to those who read a book monthly were found to have higher levels of using their knowledge, knowledge transfer to performance and level of accessing their knowledge, while the levels of the need of defining information they have were similar.
. Art literacy is defined as the ability to contribute to and understand artistic issues that include visual arts (painting, drawing, pottery, etc.) . Artistic literacy is the knowledge and understanding necessary to truly participate in the arts (National Core Arts Standards, 2018) . Art literacy is the development of interest and love for individuals in fine arts and artworks. And it is having the basic knowledge and skills to express personal feelings and thoughts using the universal language of art (http://sanatseverturkiye.blogspot.com.tr). Art teachers express art literacy in two interrelated perspectives. The first is literacy in a particular context while the other is used in a deeper disciplinary approach where students learn their skills and lead themselves in becoming artists (Barton, 2013) . When each of these stages is examined, the individual must be able to understand how and where to find missing information on art, understand how to find the source of artistic information to be investigated, evaluate the obtained information by putting it in a conceptual framework and understand how and where to use the information work he/she evaluates (Okan-Akın and Yucetoker, 2016) . The purpose of this study is to examine the art literacy levels of fine arts education students. For this purpose, the following sub-purposes are needed.
1. Is there any difference in terms of branches of education the students participate? 2. Is there any difference in terms of the sex of students? 3. Is there any difference in terms of readiness to read art books? 4. Is there any difference in terms of enjoying doing research in the library? 5. Is there any difference in terms of the different classes the students attend? 6. Is there any difference in terms of the reading frequency of the students?
METHODOLOGY

Research model
This research is designed in a causal-comparative research model. Gay et al. (2011) point out that in the causal-comparative research model, the investigator tries to determine the cause of differences in behaviors or situations of groups or individuals. This study was conducted in a causal-comparative research model to examine whether there is any difference in art literacy in terms of the department of education, gender, grade level, liking of reading art books, liking to use the library and reading book frequency.
Dependent variables of this research are using art literacy information, defining art literacy information needs, transferring art literacy knowledge to performance, and accessing art literacy information. The independent variables of the study are the branch that has been studied, gender, class level, readability of art books, liking to use library and book reading frequency.
The study group
The study group consists of 201 students studying at the fine arts department in Educational Faculty of Niğde Ömer Halisdemir University, 129 of whom are female and 72 are male. Totally, the art and music departments have 300 students. 201 voluntary students out of 300 took part in data collection tools. Therefore, most students were reached.
Data collection tools
The "Art Literacy Scale" developed by Yucetoker (2014) was used as data collection tool in the research. The art literacy scale is rated in 5 types of likert as follows: "I am not having any difficulties at all", "I am not having difficulties", "I am undecided", "I am having some difficulties" and "I am having difficulties" The scale consists of 4 sub-factors which are "Using Art Literacy Information", "Defining Art Literacy Information Need", "Transferring Art Literacy Knowledge to Performance" and "Accessing Art Literacy Information". Internal Consistency Coefficients were calculated for reliability calculations of the scale. As a result of these calculations, reliability coefficients for sub-dimension of art literacy knowledge using, the definition of art literacy knowledge need, transferring of art literacy knowledge to performance and accessing art literacy knowledge are found as 0.75, 0.71, 0.78 and 0.74, respectively.
Data analysis
In this study, it was first checked whether there are missing values in the dataset. As a result of this review, there was no missing data found in the dataset. After that, it is examined whether there are any extreme values in the dataset. Z scores were calculated to examine extreme values, and no Z scores were found with a score greater than 3.29. For normality assumption, skewness and kurtosis values and histogram graph were examined. As a result of these examinations, it was seen that the data set has a normal distribution. In light of these, independent groups t-test and one- way variance analysis techniques were used for data analysis. Finally, the homogeneity of the variances was tested and it was found that the variances are homogeneous. The level of significance was determined as 0.05.
RESULTS
Independent groups t-test technique was used to examine whether art literacy levels changed in terms of variables such as the branch of education, gender, the likelihood of reading and liking to use the library, and findings are presented in the tables.
Findings related to art literacy in terms of the branch of education
There is no significant difference in the level of use of art literacy information in terms of the branch of education.
(t(199)=-0.90, p> 0.05). In other words, the level of use of art and literacy by students of music and painting/art departments are similar (Table 1a) . There is nosignificant difference in the need of definition on art literacy in terms of the branch of education. (t(199)=-0.71, p> 0.05). In other words, the need of art and music students for definition on art literacy is similar to each other (Table  1b) . There is no significant difference in the level of transferring art literacy knowledge to performance in terms of the branch of education (t(199)=0.35, p> 0.05). In other words, the level of music and painting students' transferring art literacy knowledge to performance skill is similar (Table 1c ). There is no significant difference in the level of access to art literacy information in terms of the branch of education (t(199)=-0.80, p> 0.05). In other words, music and painting department students have similar levels of access to art literacy information (Table  1d) .
Findings on art literacy in terms of gender
There is no significant difference in the level of using art literacy information in terms of gender (t(199)= 1.63, p> 0.05). In other words, the levels of use of art literacy by male and female students are similar (Table 2a ). There is no significant difference in the level of the need for definition on art literacy in terms of gender (t(199)= 0.65, p>0.05). In other words, the levels of definition on artistic literacy knowledge of male and female students are similar (Table 2b ). There is no significant difference in the level of transferring art literacy knowledge to performance in terms of gender (t(199)= 1.48, p> 0.05). In other words, the levels of female and male students' transfer of art literacy knowledge to performance are similar (Table 2c ). There is no significant difference in the level of access to art literacy information in terms of gender. (t(199)= 1.36, p> 0.05). In other words, the levels of access to art literacy by male and female students are similar (Table  2d) .
Findings related to art literacy in terms of enjoyment from reading
There is a meaningful difference in the level of using art literacy information in terms of enjoyment from reading (t(199)= 2.84, p< 0.05). In other words, individuals who enjoy reading art books are more likely to use art literacy knowledge (Table 3a) .
There is a meaningful difference in definition for art literacy knowledge in terms of enjoyment from reading (t(199)= 2.28, p< 0.05). In other words, individuals who enjoy reading art books are at a higher level of defining their artistic literacy needs (Table 3b ). There is a meaningful difference in the level of transferring art literacy knowledge to performance in terms of enjoyment from reading (t(199)= 2.73, p< 0.05). In other words, individuals who enjoy reading art books have a higher level of transfer of art literacy knowledge to performance (Table 3c ). There is no significant difference in the level of access to art literacy information in terms of enjoyment from reading(t(199)= 1.76, p> 0.05). In other words, the level of access to art literacy information by individuals who get enjoyment from reading is similar (Table 3d) .
Findings on art literacy in terms of liking to do research in the library
There is no significant difference in the level of using literacy information in terms of library research. (t(199)= 1.83, p> 0.05). In other words, the level of use of art literacy information by students who love or dislike research in the library is similar (Table 4a ). There is a meaningful difference in the level of the need of definition on art literacy knowledge in terms of liking to do research in the library (t(199)= 2.35, p< 0.05). In other words, individuals who love to do research in the library are (Table 4b ). There is no significant difference in the level of transferring knowledge of art literacy to performance in terms of liking to do research in the library (t(199)= 0.87, p> 0.05). In other words, the levels at which students who love or dislike research in the library convey art literacy knowledge to performance are alike (Table 4c ). There is no significant difference in the level of access to art literacy information in terms of liking to do research in the library (t(199)= 1.01, p>0.05). In other words, the level of access to art literacy information by students who love or dislike research in the library is the same (Table  4d) .
Findings related to art literacy in terms of class level variables
One way analysis of variance (One Way Anova) technique was used to investigate whether there is a meaningful difference in using art literacy knowledge in terms of class level, defining art literacy information need, conveying art literacy knowledge to performance, and accessing art literacy information.
There was no significant difference in the level of using art literacy information in terms of class level (F(3.197)= 1.65, p> 0.05). It was concluded that the level of use of art literacy information by students in terms of the class levels they are studying is similar (Table 5 ). In terms of class level, there was no significant difference in the level of need of definition on the art literacy information (F(3, 197)= 0.35, p> 0.05). It was concluded that the levels of the need of definition on the art literacy knowledge are similar in terms of the class levels in which students learn. There was no significant difference in the level of transferring art literacy knowledge to performance in terms of class level (F(3, 197)= 2.26, p> 0.05). It was concluded that the level of students' transferring literacy to the performance in terms of the class levels they are studying is similar. There was no significant difference in the level of art literacy information in terms of class level (F(3, 197)= .52, p> 0.05). It is concluded that the levels of access to art literacy information are similar to each other in terms of class levels in which students learn (Table  6a) . There is a significant difference in the level of using art literacy information in terms of reading frequency (F(4, 196)= 3.57, p< 0.05). The Tukey test was used to determine the source of the difference and it was found that daily readers of books had higher levels of using art literacy information than those who read one book in a month (Table 6b) .
In terms of reading frequency, it was seen that there was no meaningful difference in the level of need of definition on the art literacy information (F(4, 196)= 2.07, p> 0.05). In terms of the frequency of reading books, the levels of students' need of definition on art literacy are similar.
In terms of reading frequency, there was a significant difference in the level of transferring art literacy knowledge to performance. (F(4, 196) =2.84, p< 0.05) Tukey test was conducted to determine the source of the difference and it was found that those who read books daily had a higher level of skill of transferring art literacy knowledge to performance than those who read a book once a month (Table 6c) .
It was found that there is a meaningful difference in the level of reaching art literacy information in terms of reading frequency (F(4, 196) =2.84, p< 0.05). The Tukey test was conducted to determine the source of the difference and it was found that readers who read books daily had a higher level of access to art literacy information than those who read a book once a month (Table 6d) .
DISCUSSION
According to the findings, there is no neaningful difference for levels of art literacy in terms of the coefficiency of the departments of the students. The levels of art literacy are found to be similar in terms of gender. Okan-Akin and Yucetoker (2016) found that the art literacy scale is similar to the gender variable in the application of the scale of art-work education in the field of education. But Ozgen and Bindak (2011) and Unsal (2015) found no difference in terms of gender in their research regarding high school students' self-efficacy beliefs for mathematics literacy. The results of these studies also coincide with the results of this work. Yildiz et al. (2012) found that there was a significant difference in some literacy subscales in terms of gender and school type variables in their studies called "examining the level of numerical literacy of secondary school students in Siirt according to gender, class and education variable". These outcomes do not coincide with the outcomes of our work. In this study, while the level of using art literacy information, the level of defining information needs, and the level of transferring knowledge to performance were found to be high in terms of enjoyment from reading, the levels of access to art literacy information were similar. Okan-Akin and Yucetoker (2016) found that art literacy levels of students who liked art books were higher than those of art literacy levels of students who did not like art books. The result coincides with the results of the study. These results were expected. Because the students reading art books may enjoy art researches more than the ones who do not. While students who liked or disliked to do research in the library were found to be similar in their level of using art literacy knowledge, level of knowledge transfer to performance, and access of art literacy information, the levels of defining the need for knowledge were higher. Okan-Akin and Yucetoker (2016) found that students who liked to do library research had higher art literacy levels than students who do not like doing library research. The result shows that library research is important for art students. In this study, the levels of art litearcy were found similar in terms of grade level coefficient. In a similar study, Ozgen and Bindak (2011) and Unsal (2015) found no difference in terms of grade level in their research regarding high school students' self-efficacy beliefs for mathematics literacy. The results of these studies also coincide with the results of this work. However, Yucetoker (2015) found that literacy levels rose as the class level increased in his research titled as "evaluation of art literacy levels of fine arts education students". These results of these studies do not coincide with the results of this work. According to another result of this study, daily book readers as compared to those who read a book once a month had same levels of using their knowledge, transferring their knowledge to performance and accessing their knowledge which shows how important and useful reading books daily is.
SUGGESTIONS
Taking the results of the study into consideration, throughout art education, every student should be improved in line with their own unique personality. He or she should be guided in the direction of their own personality and tendencies and should express themselves freely. Also, students should be encouraged to read art books and do research in libraries. Children and young people need to be directed at artistic activities that will help them improve their personality. Art education is seen as a theory course with emphasis on art history and education in the course curriculum. It is believed that having these lessons allows students to do more library research. However, when it comes to music education curriculum, it is seen that the number of these courses is limited. For this reason, music education students cannot achieve efficiency in this area other than through their own research. According to these results, restructuring of the curriculum of music education is thought to be important in terms of increasing literacy levels of students in the curriculum of courses such as art literacy. It is very important for students to be directed to the libraries as library research for the students of the fine arts department is very important. It is also thought that art teachers' suggestions for scientific articles, texts or art books that can be useful for students to develop themselves will be effective in this field and thus contribute to the field.
